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What is Project Term?
Project Term is a special term that begins May 30, 2017, 
and ends June 15, 2017.  Project Term is a valuable 
opportunity for Kensington Woods’ students and faculty 
alike.   It provides hands on, experiential, project-based 
learning to each student, while adhering to Kensington 
Woods’ academic requirements.   Project Term allows 
students a rich variety of courses to choose from that are 
more difficult to offer in a small school setting.

Project Term
Overview



Course Categories 
To ensure that students receive a well-rounded Project 
Term experience, and to encourage students to try 
something new, courses fall into one of three categories: 
Humanities (HUM), Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) and Fitness and Health (FH). Students are 
strongly encouraged to not repeat classes and vary 
their course category selection to give themselves 
a richer Project Term experience. When necessary, 
students repeating classes may not be given their first 
choices to allow opportunities for other students.

Registering for Classes 
Students can begin registering for classes on Friday, 
February 10, 2017.  Registration for classes is on a “first-
come, first-serve” basis by day, then priority is given 
to students by their class rank (Juniors, Sophomores, 
Freshmen, 8th grade, 7th grade, 6th grade). Registration 
ends on Friday, February 24, 2017, with the exception 
of those doing independent study. Independent study 
applications must be picked up between February 
10-February 24, 2017 and returned by Friday, March 10, 
2017.   

Project Term is required for all students. Therefore, 
there is the expectation of Kensington Woods students 
to take responsibility for their learning and turn in their 
registration forms on time. 



Project Term Course Schedule
The schedule for the 2017 Project Term is scheduled in a 
way that includes one full day for each block to allow for 
more in depth off-campus activities.

Monday, May 29 
No School, Memorial Day

Tuesday, May 30 
A Block: 8:15–11:15  
Lunch: 11:15-12:00 
B Block: 12:00-3:00

Wednesday, May 31 
A Block: 8:15–11:15  
Lunch: 11:15-12:00 
B Block: 12:00-3:00

Thursday, June 1 
A Block: 8:15–11:15  
Lunch: 11:15-12:00 
B Block: 12:00-3:00 

Friday, June 2 
A Block: 8:15–10:00  
B Block: 10:15-12:00 

Monday June 5 
B block: 8:15-3:00 
Lunch if class on campus:  
11:15-12:00

Tuesday, June 6 
A Block: 8:15–11:15  
Lunch: 11:15-12:00 
B Block: 12:00-3:00 

Wednesday, June 7 
A block: 8:15-3:00 
Lunch if class on campus:  
11:15-12:00

Thursday, June 8 
A Block: 8:15–11:15  
Lunch: 11:15-12:00 
B Block: 12:00-3:00 

Friday, June 9 
A Block: 8:15–9:30  
B Block: 9:45-11:00 
2nd Semester Awards  
Ceremony: 11:00 

Monday June 12 
A Block: 8:15–11:15  
Lunch: 11:15-12:00 
B Block: 12:00-3:00

Tuesday, June 13 
A Block: 8:15–11:15  
Lunch: 11:15-12:00 
B Block: 12:00-3:00

Wednesday, June 14 
A Block: 8:15–11:15  
Lunch: 11:15-12:00 
B Block: 12:00-3:00

Thursday, June 15 
Last Day of School 
A Block: 8:15–10:00  
B Block: 10:15-12:00  
Project Term Open House:  
6:00-8:00pm



Project Term Open House
THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2017 
6:00–8:00 P.M. 

Each year, we reserve a night to showcase our students’ 
projects and display the fruits of their labor during the 
two-week term.  Attendance is mandatory for all students.  
Please keep this date in mind as students who do not 
participate at the Project Term Open House may lose 
credit for the course, at the discretion of Mrs. Pratt and the 
teacher.

General Guidelines
1. All students must attend Project Term. Project Term is 

part of our school year and the attendance policy does 
not change from the regular school year. Unexcused 
absences will be regarded as truancy. Students absent 
more than two blocks will lose credit in that course.

2. The dates for Project Term are May 30, 2017 to June 
15, 2017. The school day for on campus courses will 
be from 8:15 a.m.–3:00 p.m, Monday–Thursday and 
8:15–12:00 on Friday.

3. Students are expected to participate 100%. Every class 
has an academic component and students are required 
to meet all guidelines established by the teacher. 

4. Students are responsible for transportation to and/or 
from their project during this term. Keep this in mind if 
registering for an off-campus project.



Fees
Projects that involve incidental personal expenses such as 
travel, food and accommodations or those where students 
keep the projects they create may have a fee.  Due dates for 
fees are set by the instructor and student should turn in 
fees to the Main Office.   Keep in mind that different trips 
may have different deadlines and deposit requirements.

Students who would like to fundraise to cover their Project 
Term fees can participate in the annual Project Term 
Fundraiser. See Mrs. Pratt for more information.

All fees are due to the Main Office by Friday, April 7, 2017.

Parental Involvement
At Kensington Woods, we encourage parental involvement 
at many levels. Parents getting involved in their student’s 
school life makes great impact on relationships and 
learning.

There are many ways that you could help out during 
Project Term. Here are just a few:

• See a class that interests you? Contact the teacher and 
see how you could help! We are often in need of drivers 
and chaperones during Project Term.

• Have some extra supplies or equipment that may be 
useful to a class? Contact that teacher to see if they 
could use it.

• Have an expertise in a certain area? Contact Mrs. Pratt 
to see how you could help out.



• Make sure you attend Project Term Open House night 
with your student. Have them take you on a tour of all 
the amazing work done during Project Term.

Guidelines for an Independent Study
• Educational Gain:  The project/placement must be 

approved by Mrs. Pratt.  The placement must be 
educationally sound.  

• Student Responsibilities:  The student will complete an 
independent study application for approval by Friday, 
March 10, 2017.

• Goal:  Students will gain knowledge and experience in 
a field of personal interest.

• Grading:  The student is responsible for keeping a daily 
journal and completing an exhibition due on the last 
day of the field placement.  The journal and exhibition 
will be graded by Mrs. Pratt and is due by June 15, 
2017. This exhibition must be presented at the Project 
Term Open House on June 15, 2017.

• A family member may not be the immediate supervisor 
of a project.

• The student is responsible for any materials that they 
may need.

• The student must make initial contact with the 
immediate supervisor at the site.

• No compensation may be received by the student or 
the parent for services performed for credit.



• Students who elect to do an independent study in place 
of a Project Term course must work at the independent 
study a minimum of six hours a day (if doing an all day 
project) or 3 hours a day (if doing a ½ day project), 
Monday through Friday for the duration of the project.

• Students are responsible for their own transportation 
to and from an independent study location.

• INDEPENDENT STUDIES WILL NOT BE HELD ON 
CAMPUS. 



Please choose classes according to your grade level. Categories indicated in 
bold after course title. Students are strongly encouraged to vary their course 
category selection to give themselves a richer experience. 
*8th graders will be admitted into these courses with prior instructor approval 

Course Offering
Overview

Instructor Block A  
(6th-8th grades)

Block A  
(9th-11th grades)

Block B  
(6th-8th grades)

Block B  
(9th-11th grades)

R. Brown Open Makers 
Studio HUM

Open Makers 
Studio HUM

Flight Class - Space 
Edition STEM/
HUM

Flight Class - Space 
Edition STEM/
HUM

T. Brown Adventure Coast 
FH

Ferguson Board Game 
Builders HUM

Board Game 
Builders HUM

Garage Band HUM Garage Band HUM

Project Ping Pong 
FH

Project Ping Pong 
FH

McDermott DIY Pinterest 
Crafts HUM

DIY Pinterest 
Crafts HUM

Adventure Coast 
FH

Morton Cooking HUM  * Mystery and 
Science Puppet 
Theater HUM

Mystery and 
Science Puppet 
Theater HUM

Muennix Martial Arts FH Martial Arts FH

Nichols Creative Writing  
HUM *

Flight Class - Space 
Edition STEM/
HUM

Flight Class - Space 
Edition STEM/
HUM

Pollman Fitness & Outdoor 
Recreation FH  *

Pratt Ceramics HUM Ceramics HUM Film Photography 
HUM * 

KWoods Difference 
Independent Study 
HUM  *

KWoods Difference 
Independent Study 
HUM  *

Ritt Active Games FH Active Games FH Reading Buddy 
HUM

Reading Buddy 
HUM

Tenney Surviving a Zombie 
Apocalypse STEM/
HUM (7/8 only)

Surviving a Zombie 
Apocalypse STEM/
HUM

World Traveler 
HUM

World Traveler 
HUM

Sieglitz Immersive Spanish 
HUM *

IMPACT! HUM IMPACT! HUM

Independent Study Independent Study Independent Study Independent Study



Block A

Open Makers Studio    HUM
R. Brown     Fee: $15* 
      6-11th grade

Have you ever wanted the opportunity to create a 
project that you’ve been dreaming about? Well, here’s 
your chance! In Open Makers Space, you will learn the 
fundamental operating procedure for a variety of tools, 
then plan and implement your own projects. Tools and 
skills include sewing machines, stained glass, a selection of 
power tools, woodworking, and soldering/electrical circuit 
building.

*Covers materials

Board Game Builders    HUM
Ferguson     Fee: None  
      6-11th grade 

Board Game Design is a class where you will explore the 
vast world of tabletop games and then create one yourself.  
Since 1995, with the release of Settlers of Catan, the world 
of table top games has been experiencing a Renaissance.  
The first half of the course will be focused on exploring 
modern games designs such as King of Tokyo, Pandemic, 
and Sushi Go!  Our focus this year will be on designing 
cooperative games.

Course
descriptions



We will also meet with game designers, business owners, 
and aficionados from the local area will be help guide some 
of the design layers.  By the end of the class you will have 
created one complete board game that you will play with 
parents and visitors during Project Term Open House.

*Students will be encouraged to bring in building supplies  
from home to be used in addition to school provided supplies.

Ceramics     HUM
Pratt      Fee: $25* 
Limit 15 students    6-11th grade

In this class, students will learn the basics of ceramics. We 
will study and practice hand building techniques like pinch, 
coil and slab building as well as throwing on the wheel. 
Once we build our build our creations, we will learn how to 
fire them in the kiln and glaze them.

Students will learn about the history of ceramics as well 
and complete projects of their choice as well as projects to 
help service organizations like Empty Bowls. To cap of the 
course, we will create instructional materials for the public 
about ceramics and display them, along with our projects, 
at Project Term Open House Night.

*Fee covers materials and field trip

Block A



Pinterest Board DIY    HUM
McDermott      Fee: $20* 
Limit 15 students    6-11th grade

Do you have Pinterest DIY projects you want to do but just 
haven’t gotten around to doing them? Have you seen other 
people’s projects and wanted to try them for yourself? 
This is your opportunity to get those crafts done! We will 
start with a few simple projects as a group and then we 
will split off and work on individual/partner projects. 
We will take at trip into the community to visit vendors 
and/or resources for DIY projects as well as work with 
community artisans.

*Covers materials for group projects. Students will need to 
provide all materials for their individual/partner projects.

Martial Arts     FH
Muennix     Fee: $55* 
Minimum of 16 students   6-11th grade

Students will be introduced to what is involved in learning 
a martial art. The class includes aspects of fitness training, 
the application of strikes and kicks, self-defense, discipline 
and leadership. Students will demonstrate what they have 
learned at Project Term Open House Night.

*Covers instructor time.

Block A



Introduction to Cooking    HUM
Morton     Fee: $60*  
Limit 10 students    9-11th grade 
      (8th grade with  
      teacher approval)

This class will teach students the basic skills needed to 
prepare delicious food! Students will learn prep methods 
and flavor combinations. We will cook several restaurant-
worth meals that can easily be recreated at home. We will 
pay a visit to the farmers market and a local farm to explore 
unique, quality ingredients. This course culminates in 
preparing food for friends, family, and other visitors at our 
Project Term Open House: you choose the menu! 

* Covers cost of groceries. 

Creative Writing Workshop   HUM
Nichols/Stolz    Fee: None 
      9-11th grade 
      (8th grade with  
      teacher approval)

In this course, we will learn what strengths it will take to be 
an excellent creative writer. This will consist of lessons and 
a range of short to long writing exercises, as well as peer 
and editing exercises. We will also learn cleaner grammar 
and new transition words to use in order to have clean, 
proficient, strong pieces. At the end of the course you will 
have a portfolio of creative writing in a variety of styles.

Block A



Active Games     FH
Ritt      Fee: $25* 
      6-11th grade

In this course, will be playing a variety of group games like 
Ultimate Frisbee, alternative soccer and other outdoor 
games, including some messy/wet games with water 
balloons! If you take this class, be ready for lots of fun, 
running and teamwork!  

*Fee covers cost of materials and trips

Surviving a Zombie Apocalypse   HUM/STEM
Tenney     Fee: None 
      7-11th grade

Curious how a Zombie outbreak could happen? If it did 
happen, would you know how to save yourself and others? 
Want to be prepared? Then come to Surviving the Zombie 
Apocalypse 101. During this project term, we will be using 
biology, geography, and basic survival skills to create a plan 
to save yourself and others. 

We will be having guest speakers, experts in biology, 
coming in to give us the run down on diseases. We will also 
be going out to explore possible sites for survival. During 
Open House, we will share our plans for survival as well as 
how we plan to survive a zombie attach at school!

Block A



Immersive Spanish    HUM
Sieglitz     Fee: $25* 
      9-11th grade 
      (8th grade with  
      teacher approval)

Students will have the opportunity to fully immerse 
themselves in Spanish language, culture, dance, food, and 
music in this course designed for all levels of Spanish –  
from complete beginners to advanced Spanish speakers. 
Each day will focus on an aspect of culture from a different 
country, allowing students to explore the Spanish-speaking 
world without having to leave Michigan. Students will 
taste the flavors of Costa Rica, dance the bachata, and even 
explore how to make tamales at a tamalería. 

Throughout this course, students will build bridges 
between the Spanish-speaking community in Metro-Detroit 
and increase their language proficiency. At the end of the 
course, students will select a part of Spanish culture that 
interested them and create a visual presentation about the 
topic.  

*Fee covers field trips

Block A



Flight Class - Space Edition   STEM/HUM
R. Brown/Nichols    Fee: $50* 
      6-11th grade

This class introduces tech and skills related to exploring 
the skies, from the atmosphere on. Create a radio-
controlled model airplane and learn the RC tech needed 
to build a planet rover, then design your own. Then, 
explore model rocketry and the physics behind carrying 
payloads into space. Learn more about the radio tech 
that not only allows us to control space vehicles but also 
watch for extraterrestrial radio chatter and break down 
the composition of the stars. Finally, prepare for a space 
mission with low-gravity underwater obstacle courses, 
spacesuit design, and space station agriculture.

*Fee covers cost of materials and trips

Adventure Coast     FH
T. Brown/McDermott   Fee: $165* 
Limit 15 students    9-11th grade

Adventure Coast is mish-mash of discovery and adventure. 
Try something new every day.  Try out stand up paddle 
boarding one day; take a discovery scuba diving class the 
next. Check out martial arts, and then find hidden treasures 
while geocaching.  Might you be interested in engaging in 
a sword routine, or trying some aerial feats using silks?  Is 
zip lining your thing? Then you’ll love the high ropes of The 
Adventure Park in West Bloomfield!    One of last year’s 
favorites was the Sky Zone in Brighton.

Block B



The purpose of this course is to stretch your usual limits 
and make discoveries about yourself and all that you are 
capable of.  It is also about supporting and encouraging 
others.  This class offers an interesting selection of unique 
things to do in our own community. 

The activities listed above are subject to availability, 
scheduling and weather.  Three of the activities require 
students to be swimmers.   Not all activities can be 
guaranteed, but most are already booked.  

Students must participate in all activities in order to receive 
credit except for cases where health issues do not allow 
for participation (such as SCUBA) or parent requests non-
participation of event.

To give more students the opportunity to take this course, 
registration priority may be given to those students who have 
not taken the course before. 

*Covers transportation and activity costs

Garage Band     HUM
Ferguson/McCarty    Fee: None* 
Limit 6 students    6-11th grade

The purpose of Garage Band is to create a working, live 
band during the weeks of Project Term--and possibly 
beyond.  Trent McCarty will be leading the class with 
Mr. Ferguson overseeing it.  This class is not to learn an 
instrument.  It exists to form one amazing garage band. 

We will work with various musicians from the local area 

Block B



and the KWoods Garage Band will perform a variety of 
classic rock songs as entertainment during Project Term 
Night.  

*Students must have their own instrument to participate in 
this class

Project Ping Pong    FH
Ferguson     Fee: $10* 
Limit 16 students    6-11th grade

In this class, yes, we will play a lot of ping pong!  Yes, you 
will get a ton of exercise.  Some experience with ping pong 
would be helpful, but none is required.   Also, we will also 
spend a portion of our time looking at the fascinating 
history of this Olympic sport as well as the amazingly fast 
nuances and physics of this classic parlor sport that was  
invented in the late Victorian age.

We would like to bring in semi-professionals from local 
ping pong associations in Ann Arbor.  Be prepared for a 
final competition on Project Term Night in front of parents 
and visitors.

*Covers equipment

Block B



Mystery and Science Puppet Theater  HUM
Morton     Fee: None 
Limit 12 students    6-11th grade

Puppet theater is back, and this time, it has genres!  In 
this class, students will explore a unique way to bring 
mystery and science fiction stories to life.  We will construct 
different types of puppets—from shadow puppets to 
Muppets—and write productions in which your puppets 
will star. We will gain inspiration with a visit to a local 
comic book store and an art museum, along with watching 
various puppet performances. This is perfect for a crafty, 
creative person who loves theater but not being on center 
stage. The class will culminate with a student created 
performance at Project Term Open House.

*Covers materials

  

Fitness & Outdoor Recreation   FH
Pollman     Fee: $90* 
Limit 15 students    9-11th grade 
Special consideration given to students  (8th grade with  
      teacher approval,   who help provide transportation 
      must be 14)

In this course, students will participate in fitness activities, 
team sports and outdoor recreation.  Class visits to local 
fitness centers and parks will provide entertaining and 
challenging activities that will get students moving.  
Students will explore the outdoors while hiking trails and 
enjoy time on the water with kayaks and stand up paddle 

Block B



Block B
boards.  Students will also have a chance to engage in team 
sports such as soccer, volleyball and basketball.  Students 
will study relationships between physical fitness, nutrition, 
weight management and stress management.  This class 
should motivate students to stay physically active and make 
healthy lifestyle choices!                                                                                                                                    

Students will put together a multi-media presentation that 
highlights the activities that they participated in during 
Project Term as well as delivers a PSA on the importance of 
leading a healthy and active lifestyle for Project Term  
Night.                                                                           

* Fee covers gym visits, kayak & paddle board rental, park 
permits and transportation.

Film Photography    FH
Pratt      Fee: $50* 
Limit 15 students    9-11th grade 
      (8th grade with  
      teacher approval)

Does photography interest you? Do you want to learn more 
about how cameras and lenses work, how film is developed 
and how you can use photography to create unique, 
creative and experimental artworks? Well, then this is the 
class for you!

In this class, we will build our own pinhole cameras and 
use them, along with film cameras, to take our own pictures 
that we will develop and print at school using black and 
white darkroom developing processes including using an 



Block B
enlarger. We will take a field trip to a local museum to look 
at a photography exhibit and travel to different locations to 
shoot film . 
*Fee covers materials and field trip

Reading Buddy     HUM
Ritt      Fee: None* 
Limit 15 students    6-11th grade

In this class, we will be helping and building relationships 
with younger students in the community through reading 
and other subjects! We will travel to a local school to 
assist the students with reading and other school work, as 
needed.  We will spend time reading books with elementary 
students, helping with math, organizing activities or 
assisting the teachers with their activities.  Students will 
be expected to be responsible and mature, being good 
ambassadors for Kensington Woods School.  

*To make this course successful we will need volunteer 
drivers! 

IMPACT!      HUM
Sieglitz     Fee: 25* 
      6-11th grade

Do you have a personal passion? Do you want to learn how 
to make those in power listen to what you have to say? 
Do you want to make an impact on society? Students will 
learn the basics of political organizing: creating media 



Block B
campaigns, talking to representatives and political figures, 
public speaking, designing policy proposals, and make a 
trip to meet with local government officials. Students will 
be able to create their own campaign, recruit others for 
their cause, and have their voice be heard. This course will 
culminate with students will presenting their campaigns 
and attempt to recruit more people to their position. 

*Covers field trips

World Traveler     HUM/STEM
Tenney     Fee: 25* 
      6-11th grade

What’s your excuse for not traveling? Low on cash? 
Intimidated by the language barrier? Afraid of eating 
‘weird’ food? Anxious you might break a cultural norm? 
If you may suffer from one of these travel excuses, but 
you still dream of traveling, this course is for you. During 
this course, we will be exploring how to get the most 
out of your trip and explore numerous culture’s history, 
landmarks, cuisine, and languages. 

We will be heading to one to two restaurants to explore 
food from different cultures. We will also be having an 
interview day where people from numerous different 
cultural backgrounds will be coming in to talk about their 
home country.



Block B
During this course, you will be planning your dream 
vacation, from flight to food to outings. On the final night, 
you will display your final trip plans via poster, pin board, 
or scrapbook. 

*Covers field trips and materials



Block A and/or B
KWoods Difference Independent Study  HUM
Pratt      Fee: None 
      9-11th grade 
      (8th grade with  
      teacher approval)

A and/or B Block 

We talk a lot about the KWoods Difference but what 
really is it and how can we communicate it to the rest of 
the world? In this class, you will learn about branding 
and grassroots marketing and take to the streets and the 
web, telling the world what KWoods is really about and 
promoting our school!

We will start by researching what the public perception 
of KWoods is as well as developing what it really is that 
we want to communicate about KWoods. You will then 
develop and execute a grassroots marketing plan for 
KWoods – communicating the KWoods Difference in the 
creative ways you think will make a difference. 

We want those who are serious about growing the KWoods 
brand in the community and can present themselves 
and their ideas well to the public in this class. Free swag 
will come to those who join this class, along with the 
satisfaction of knowing that your voice and creativity will 
be heard in the community about what makes KWoods 
unique! 

This course will be run as an independent study. Students 
will work independently as well as with Mrs. Pratt to 
develop and execute their campaigns. Prior instructor 
approval required for acceptance into this course.



Block A and/or B
Independent Study
       Fee: None 
      6-11th grade

A and/or B Block 

Students are encouraged to participate in KWoods Project 
Term courses. However, students may elect to do an 
independent study with approval. Independent studies 
include shadowing professional people, volunteering 
at hospitals, or various other community service 
organizations. You may elect to do one or two independent 
studies, 12 days in length (students would register for 
either blocks AB or just A or just B). Only a limited number 
of students will be allowed to participate in independent 
studies. Students intending to register for Independent 
Study should submit their registration form with 
Independent Study listed in the blocks they intend to take it, 
at the same time as the typical registration and then fill out 
the Independent Study Application. Please see Guidelines for 
Independent Study in the front of this packet.

Students must pick up an Independent Study 
Application packet from Mrs. Pratt by Friday, February 
24. The completed application packet is due to Mrs. 
Pratt by Friday, March 10.



Important Dates to Remember
• Project Term rollout 

Thursday, February 9, 2017

• Registration  
Friday, February 10, 2017-Friday, February 24, 2017

• Independent Study applications available  
for pick-up from Mrs. Pratt 
Friday, February 10, 2017-Friday, February 24. 2017

• Independent Study applications due 
Friday, March 10, 2017  

• Project Term Fees Due to Main Office 
Friday, April 7, 2017

• Project Term 
May 30, 2017-June 15, 2017

• Independent Study Projects Due 
Thursday, June 15, 2017 

• Project Term Open House 
Thursday, June 15, 2017, 6–8pm



Please register for your first choice and an alternative block. 
Please try to vary your category choices. Registration forms will be 
accepted from 2/10-2/24, 2017. Independent Study Applications 
must be picked up by 2/24. Your parent/guardian must sign off on 
your selections. 

For courses that require teacher approval for admittance (see course 
descriptions), please have them sign this registration form before 
turning in your registration form.

Block A Block B
First Choice:

Category:

Fee:

First Choice:

Category:

Fee:
Alternative:

Category:

Fee:

Alternative:

Category:

Fee:

Student Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Grade: ____________________________  Date form turned in: ________________________ 
 
 
I have approved my child’s course selections for Project Term.

_______________________________________________________________ __________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature    Date

Project Term 2016
REGISTRATION Form



9501 Pettys Road  .  PO Box 206  .  Lakeland, MI  .  48143 
(p) 517.545.0828  .  (f) 517.545.7588 

www.kwoods.org


